
THE ROYAL BRlTISH NURSES' 
ASSOCIATION. 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING, 
A Specid General Meeting of the Royal 

British Nurses' Association was held a t  11, 
Chandcs Stieet, Cavendish Sqhare, Lmdon, W. I, 
on Wednesday, December 12th. Dr. Kenneth 
Stewart was in the chair. The meeting was 
summoned by command of the President, to  
consider the following Resolution passed by the 
General Council :- 

'' After careful consideration of the objections 
raised by the Privy Coulicil to  the Draft Supple- 
mental Charter, as agreed upon by the Corporation 
and the College of Nursing, Limited, the General 
Council have reluctantly come to the conclusion 
that it would not be to  the interest of the Corpora- 
tion to  accept the alterations suggested." 

The Secretary, Miss I. Macdcnald, having read 
the notice convening the meeting, the Chairman 
read the following letter from H.R.H. Princess 
Christian, Piesident of the Association. 

"To  THE MEMBERS OF THE ROYAT- BRITISH 
NURSES' ASSOCIATION. 

" My object in summoniug this meeting tc-day 
is that there may be laid befcre ycu an account 
of what has taken place since yohr last Special 
General Meeting. 

" YOJ m i l l  hear from your Hon. Medicd Secre- 
tary a report of the negotiatjons between the 
College cf Nursing, Ltd., and your Associ a t' ion 
since January last, and the reasons why your 
Council decided not t o  accept the Supplemental 
Charter as amended. 

'' While I have every confidence in my Council, 
I feel that ir is only right that a report of what 
has taken place should be laid before you, and an 
opzxtvnity for discussion upon it given to yoi. 

I know that tile Nurses on your Council gave 
t o  the matter very careful consideratim, and 1 
felt t hk t  the proper and constitutional course for 
me to  take was to leave a decision so vitally 
affecting their interests in their own hands. 

" It is important that a l l  Members should be 
made fully acquainted with all that has happened, 
so that the Council may be assured that they 
possess the fu l l  t r u s t  and confidence of the 
memkers. 

" My one aim and object has always been, and 
always will be, to ssfegmrd and advance the 
interests of tbe Nursing Prcfession by every 
means in my power. I hope that the decision 
which has been come to, will be conducive in every 
respect t o  that end. 

" HELENA, President." 

THE CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS. 
The Chairman, addressing the meetillg, then 

said :--At a previons meeting a Supplemental 
Charter designed to  amalgamate the Cdlege of 

Nursing, Ltd., with the Royal British Nurses' 
Association was laid before you. In  the form in 
which it then stood it was approved of, and all 
built high hopes upon it that the purposes for 
which we exis+-the good of the Nursing Profession 
and through that the good of the public-would 
be promoted by it. 

Subsequently that Charter Was submitted to His 
M3 j esty's Privy Council, who made various 
amendments to it. Our Hon6rqy Secretary will 
read these amendments to  you. Ymr Council 
he12 tnat the amendments, wi th  which they were 
unable to agree, entirely changed the Charter as 
it affected the Association. 

Most of the discLssion took place regarding .the 
deleticn of the word " Officizl" before the word 
" Register " in Clause D. 
Ir. has been argued nith superficial plausibility, 

and that argument has been before you, that the 
removal of the word '' Official '' was quite unim- 
portant because no nurse could possibly have 
assumea that the Charter could anticipate the 
action of Parliament by setting up an Official 
Register before a Registration Act exists, The 
argument, however, cannot rest at that point. 
Many nurses did undoubtedly rely upon the 
Clause, supported as it was by a circular issued by 
one of the parties to  the agreement, as setting up 
an Official Register ; and they had this'justifica- 
tion, that they relied and were entitled to rely, 
both upon the wisdom and the sincerity of those 
who drafted the Charter, and who inserted the 
word " Official." Your Council considered it was 
of vital importance to  the Charter from the point 
o f  view'of this Association, and they concluded 
that they could not properly consent to its 
removal, as it constituted the chief extension of 
the powers of the Association. 

Wnen you have heard the other amendments, 
together with this, you will be in a position to 
appreciate why your Council decided that your 
acceptance of the oIiginal Supplemental Charts 
could not be taken as an acceptance of this, a 
totally different, Charter. 

1 think every nurse in this Carporation will agree 
as to the wisdom of this Council in declining to 
accept the alteration in Clause B. This Associa- 
tion is concerned only with those with whom 
nursing. is a serious profession, to  exercise which a 
full training is necessary'. The words ' I  classes of 
nurses " implies quite a different field of intersst, 
with which we, as a body, have nothing to :do. 
Our objects are concerned with the fully trained 
nurse, to serve the public through her, To extend 
the scope of our work wodd only be. t o  detract 
from the great purpose for which we exist. 

More important still. Your Council feel that, 
when the facts have been fully laid before you, 
not only will you emphatically endorse the action 
they have felt it right to take, but that every 
Member here present will be so fully informed 
upon the points a t  issue that we shall remain 
a united and therefore a powerful body, and that  
no attemptto dissodiate us in opinion will have any 
success whatever. 
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